) an) Ludv who wxll scnd us Sx\ Annual bulm.nht.

. -zing, ;,mus, f‘or oncyc‘u'
”1lhllsh£b gﬂnnﬂgln. |

@

i i
q&ﬁm? --ﬁ

,No 6. --1)1@&\15 LR, 1856,

PUBLISIIED BY ITUTCHINGS & ROSDNI‘IELD

201 CLAY STREET, PLAZA, SAN FRANCISCO. e
BJ‘ Po..tagc, one and a lmlf uents pev number, if paid qun.rbcrly in advanco -0

SRRUR I e B30 0 i s et 104

gl

B L I e e S o



- Unpndmw wnhout asqlstz_mce.‘
v II’\ '1-\\111 ‘of

__ -:.WOMAN’S AI«I«LCI‘ION,.";‘.’.......'.." e
7'PO_ THE TOMEWARD® BOUND,....
CTHE, HONEY BEE- IN CALIF OR\TIA,. R .'
‘=f‘~:‘;‘A 1’AGD or 'mn I‘AST No. y :

» "”-'_,MY NEXT. DOOR’ I\'I‘IGIIBOR BUT ‘ONE,....
: _.-,;Tmcns OF THE, MO\*I\LY,................

CIIAP. XL Mrs. II wonders wlmt she slnll do for’ mps on the \*0)
age.. :Crar, x11," Offers to the rcader a peep be]nnd the: curtai

" 'fTIIINK or Mn'j'.':..'.....u T T I
: "_"-"OLD FORTY-NINE,No. 8........7. R
DR DOT—IT—DOWN’S N OTES —Gx me sub‘]ects,‘f; -Gay g
(274 Fat or! Lean, take him;oly iiie iy N
JUVDNILD DEPARTMENT. ...........
LW The ‘Good-for-nothing : Uncle' Jolm s story
N and meces. " The c,lnld at prnyer. L
EDITOR’S TABLD....' :

. Water. - Day- Dreqins. Good Readm , Fnslnon.
ty Answels to Contmbutms and Cowespoudents;-

Eutorad aceording to Act of Congrosn. in the ycnr 1856, by James M. IIutc]dngs. 1n the, Clerk's Offic
: : of tho Unlted Stmos I)lsu let Court, for-the Northern Distr fet of Callfomla :

T

" EXOELSTOR STEAM FOWER PRESSES, 161 CLAY ST, SAN

FRANOISCO




T Y

(CALIFORNIA MAGAZINE.

vir  DICEMBER, 1856. ~  wm.w t

[} 3t R,
3 o Sl
R\
\ ‘.“ NJ-
o . \ iR
AT
PACK TRAIN IN MOTION.

i 1’ACK_II\'G, IN THE MOUNTAINS OF CALIFORNIA.

{ Miners in search of the precious mefal, have pen-
4 ctrated the vast forests, explored the deep cafions,
A climbed the rocky steeps, and, eventually, many of
them have made themselves a dwelling place among
7 the rugged and almost inaceessible mountains of
California.  Thus shut out from the citics of the
7| plain, packing, to them, has become an indispensable
/| necessity ; and is not only (he means of obtaining their

‘supp]ics, bul, like the ever weleome expressman,
a kind of connecting link between the vallies and the
mountains. -
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“In some of the more isolated mining .

IOC‘lltha, the m'nvul of' a pack train, is.

.an event’ of aomc importance, and men | - -

"nLhcr ul'ouml it with' us much appar-
ent inter LSt, as thou"h they expected to
sec some dear’ old fncnd stowed away
sonwwhere among the ]_).IC]sS- c

T]lla neccmty lms ercated an: extcn-.

sive packing business wuh the cities of

Stockton, Mar: ’a\'lu(., Shnata, and Cres- |
cent Clt), but ‘very. little. w1th S‘\.Cl'ﬂ.-' ¥

' monto, at the present time.
Weare mdebted to af rxend in Stoc]\-
ton for the 10110\\'111" mtercstm" mfor

“mation concu'mnfr thc p.\dmw trade. | .

of that city. -
" The - quantxty of freight p'lc]\ed on
mlﬂCa to:the: counties of Calaverass
T nolumne, M.u'llms.\, and l‘ulzu'e, from
Stool\ton, s - about two lundred tons
weekly, or om, fifth of thc umr amount
* of goods wccl\l) tmneported

There: -are. “generally” from forty to
fifly mules. i in a train, mostly Mexican,
cach of which' will ‘carry from ‘three
“hundred to three hundred  and. fifty
pounds, dnd with which they will travel
from t\\cnty five to thirty five miles
per day, without becoming weary.

“If there is plenty of grass they sel-

dom- get anything else to cat. When
“fed on barley, which is generally about.
three months of the year—November,
DLcember ‘and . January—it is only
given once a day, and in the proportion
of from seven to eight pounds per mule.
'lhey seldom drink more than once a
day,:in the warmest of weather, The
average life of a mule is about” sixteen
years. The Mexican mules are tougher

and stronger: than  American mutles;

for, while the latter seldom ean earry
‘more than' from two hundred to two
Jundred and fifty pounds, the former

4\01\5.

P \‘M‘lu\']\G OoN '!‘Hb

‘ean cury three ]mndred and f fiy "o
‘pounds, with greater ease.
may - arise from the mules in” Mex- ©.
ico being accustomed to p: M\m" only, -

'llm fact

and over.a mountainous country ; while
the American mules are used only for

draught.  The Mexiean mule, too, ean

carry a person forty miles per day, for
ten or twelve days consccuti've]y, over a
mountainous trail; while it is very dif-
ficult for an American mule to ac-
comphsh over- twenly five or thirly
miles per du) '

The Mexican mule ean trv 1\'01 ﬂu‘fhu' _
and endure more without food than any
other quadruped ; and with him, appa-

rently, it makes l_)u_t_ little difference

whether fed regalarly or not ; still, like
animals of the biped species, he hns no
ob]octlon to the best. of frood living.

They can,: how(,ver always b e kept iut'

with but : lmle curc, and.it 19 but very -
little that is rcquu'cd while the Amer-

ican muIL, to do only half the amount.

-of work, requires good food, regularly

given, besides - being well cared for
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-othcrwme._ 'lhe Me\lcma consider
~ them .thorrelhu' too. dL]lL{Ll(, for-thcn-
~use. Then again, fr om the ‘sleady reg-

is much the casier, geners 111y
“under the saddle, mul a person
will notofwn become as much L
fatigued. h'om riding’ one '
_ wu,l\, as: he would be.in rid- -
ing an Alm.rlcun mule 101'0111)"..: }
three days. S '
l 'lhe pac]\mrr tmde of M'l-_.-
1 ysvllle is very extensive with

'_ Dowmew]lc, Eurcka North,
* Morrison’s Dlggms, St. Louis, . >
" Pine Gwvu, Pol\erl*lut Gib-. .
sonvxllc,\*olson Point,Amer- '
ican Valley, Indian Valley,
and all the intermediate and surround-
‘ing places in the countics of Sierra and
Plumas, giving employment to about
two thousand five hundred mules, and

- Dbetween three and four hundred men.
From the town of Shasta, during
the winter of 1854—'5,- the number of
mules employed in the packing trade'to
the various towns and mining localitics
north of Shasta, was one thousand eight
hundred and seventy six. This does
not include the animals usul by indi-

s\ “\

IN TROUBLE,

A ey P

“ularity of theix steps, thc Me\muu mule-

vldu'l.l miners 3 and, according- fo the
Shasta Couricr, o{ Nov. 11th, 1854, it .
wou]d be’ safc to estmnt(, the numbcn
'1L bwo Lhousand-‘ S s '

UNTA ClL]\'G \\'I'I‘IIOUT ASSIS’]‘ANCI&.

%With this data a very. ﬂm? estimate
of thie amount’ of freight’ pacls(,d from
Shasta may be’ formed. . Each ‘mule
load will average two hundred pounds.
A trip to the. most: 1'unote point to
which goods arc ml\en will ncvel' ocen-
py more than two-weeks—in many in-
stances three or four days less. It is
a very moderate calenlation, then, to
average the trips of the entire two thou-
sand mules at two weeks’ ench.,

«This will give a result of one hun-

“dred tons per week, as the
aggregate ‘amount of - freight
packed from Shasta—which,
at the very low figure of five
cents per pound, would yield

'dollm'a per ll'lp, to the pack-
ers.”
The prmupul plucos to

ported from Shasta, are Wea-
verville, (or “Weaver,” as it
is n_ow; ealled,) Yreka, and
the settlements 'zirou.ucl,_,v and

the sum of twenty thousand -

which freight is thus trans-

i e b T e~ RN
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ACCIDENTS SOMETIMES HAVPPEN
between, those points. One is aston-
ished to see the singular goods that
are often packed across the Trinity and

Scott mountains, to. those places ; such

a3 buggies, windows, boxes, barrels,
bm‘s:of"ii-qh,' chairs, tables, plows, &c.
- In.the fall ‘of 1858; there was an
iron safe, nearly three fect square, and
weighing 352 pounds, _l';‘z'lns])_'(_)_'i'_le'c_l-- on
a very -large _mh]c,_{ from Sh'a.:s_lz} to
Weaverville, a distance of thirty-gight
miles, over a rough-and Jilqliilfe1iilolls
trail, without an -accident i l)u t, after
the load was talen off; the mule Iy
down, and died in a few lours ‘after-
wards, o v

All kinds of goods, at all times, are

not. alike s:'lf'e]y packed. A friend of
ours, who resides in Yreka, senty among -
other things, a rocking chair. .and
looking-glass, % and when 1 reached
there,” said he, ¢ I -found (hat {he
chair back was broken, the rockers off)
and one arm in two picees; and the
looking-glass was as much like a crate
of broken crockery as anything 7 ever
saw.” :
A gentleman las also informed us
that in the summer of 1853, two sefs of
millstones were packed from Shasta (o
Weaverville, the largest weighing six
hundred pounds, - Being looked upon
as an impossibility for one mule to ear-
ry, it was first tried to be “slung” be-
tween two mules, but that being imprac-
ticable, it was abandoned and packed on
one. The following fact will give some
iden of the expense often ocensioned,
as well as the immense weight some-
times packed, over a rough and moun-
tuinous counfry:

When the Yreka Herald was about
to be published, a press was purehased
in San Francisco, at a cost of about
six hundred dollars, upon which the
freight alonc amounted to nine handred
doliars, making the entire cost $1,300,

e oot WL UL oty
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PACK TRAIN LN

The “bed-picee,” weighing three
hundred  and  ninety-seven  pounds,
which, with the aparajoe, ropes, &e.,
exceeded  four lodred  and  thivly
pounds, was the weight of the entire
pack, placed upon a very luege mule,

On descending the Scott mountain,
this splendid animal slipped a litle,
when the pack over-halanced and
threw him down the steep bank, killing
him instantly.

Many a mule, in California, has
breathed his last in a ravine where ac-
cident had tossed him—to be the food
of wolves or coyotas.

One train was passing the steep side
of a mountain, in Trinity county, when
a lmrge rock came volling from nbove,
and struck one of the mules in the side,
frightening others off' the track; and

A CSNUW STORM,

killing one man and three mules.. This
ean be appreciated by a glanee at the
engruving on the opposite page.

During the severe winter of 1852,
and *53, there was a pack train snowed
in, hetween Grass Valley and Onion
Valley, and out of forty-five animals,
but three were taken out alive. It is
almost, incredible, the amount of dan-
ger and privation, to which men who,
follow this business, are, sometimes,
exposed.

It is truly astonishing to see with
what ense and eare these useful animals
pack their heavy loads over deep snow,
and to notice how very cautiously they
cross holes where the melting snow re-
veals some diteh, or tree beneath 3 and
wheresomeless caveful animal has “put
his foot init,” and, as a consequence,

VL e
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) haa sun]\ with his  load mLo trouble.
" We- lmve o{ten wutched them: de-

- seending a Snow, b.ml\ when. heuvl]y
puoked, .md ]uw(, seen that ‘s’ they

could not - step saf'cl), they ]mve fixed

“their feoL and. bmced their hmbs, and:
unhealtatmnly slule down wlth perfe(- :

socumty, over thc worat phcca. T

Thex'e is _sometlnnn' very: plea-m"'

“and pl(.turesque in'the smht; of o large
pack: tr Im of mules quxctly dcscondnm
a hilly ‘as’ euch one mtellmentl) cx.lm-
-iries’ Lhe trall, and moves carefully; step

by step,on” the steep ‘and dingerous
dcclmty, as- thounrh he suapecled dan-
ger: to lnmsclf or. 111311|y to" the pack

_commlttcd to his cave. -

'lhe pfukmfr tl"lde from Crescent
Clty, a’seaport town about three hun-
‘ dred miles’ north of San Francisco, is
one of  growing importance. From
thence moat of the goods required in
I\l(mmth, and sonie portions of Siski-
you and 'l‘rmlt) counties, are transport-
ed. There is already an extensive
trade w1th Jacksonville, (lxo"uo River
.vallc),) Illinois Valley, Sailor’s Dig-
" gings, New Orleans Bar, (on the Klam-
ath 1‘1ve1',) and county seat of Klamath,
‘Scott’s river, Applegate creek, and sev-
eral other prosperous loc: 111Lies in that

.SCLthl]. '

~Therc are about one thousand five
hundred mules in the packing trade at
these points. Tt is no uncommon cir-
cumslance, to meet between twenty and
thirty trains, with {rom twenty to seven-
ty-five animals in each train, and all
heavily laden, on your way from Jack-
sonville to Crescent City. The loud
“hippah,” “mulab,” of the Mexican
muleteers, sounds strangely to the car,

-in the deep, and almost unbroken stlll-
ness of the forest.

o b e T AR ST s e e e

It scems o us, that ; the Mexican

s nrrs ng’ song, ]mms no tune, to break -

in" ‘upon:, ‘the’ monotman dutics of" hla; .

mllmc, ‘bt is- app‘u'ent]y mdlﬂ'el ent

1o every ]\md of chccr[nlness, unul the
Tabors of the day are’ done, and thcn -

bnt seldom. ' ST
.5 lm'% portlon of‘ the trml ]1es
throurrh .m nnmcnse f'orest of redwood.

'tu,cs, and” \\'lnlcll; ’from their l.u'"e'
'nrrowth m\d nnmbcrs are much moro-
‘imposing in appcm'ance than: the mam-
.'moth tree grove of Calaverss. AP

* The soil must be excecdingly fcrtx]e,' '_
as the ]cavc: of the common fern grow to
the hu"htof' from twelve {o ﬁﬂeen fect.

- On’ lhe trail ﬁ'om lmmdad to Sal-
mon river there is a hollow tl'ee, mea-'
suring llnrty three fect m diameter,
which is” the usual camping pl'lcc. of
trains, holding all the packs for the
largest, - besides affording slielier and
sleeping room to the packers, -~

“The distanee from Crescent City to
Jacksonville is 120 miles, and generally
takes ]mcl\cr‘ ubout ten da)a to- go
through.

There is now n con=1du' 1b]e p‘tc]\m"
trade earried on between'Union—Ium-
boldt Bay—and l.lieimini_ng settlements
on Salmon, Eel, and Trinity i"\’Cl"-
also, with the-town and: v1cumy o('
Weaverville. ' : .

AlL of ‘these trails fcross the ‘const
range of mountaing, are e very rou«rh,-
and almost impassable during the win-
ter, from snow in some pluu,s and mud
inothers.

We are 1nd(,btod o Mr Dressel,
of the firm of Kuchel & Dressel, of this
city, who has just returned from a
skctdnn" four in the north, for interest-

ing particulars concerning the above
trail,
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«During the Rogue River Indian|-

War of 1833, while Capt. Limerick’s
command - was stationed at Bates’, on
Grave Creek, to keep the trail clear,
and guard the pack trains agninst the
Tndians, an incident oceurred, which is
* too good to be lost, altogether, and for
which we are indebted to o source

nearly as good as an eye witness ; es-

pecially as ‘the night was extremely
dark. -As:usual, a strong: guard was
placed around the house, for protecting
the provisions, groceries, liquors, and
olher valuables, that were stacked in
“the rear. A Mr. D. was not very
comfortably situated to sleep, from the
fact that the night was very cold, and
he had only one blanket “to go to bed
to.” Tn this dilemma he remembered
that among the other good things piled
up, was some good old rum, and the
thought struck him that if he could
only seeure a bottleful, he could rnisc
sufficient spiritual help, to make up

LG

/%
[ / '

A8 A WILL OF HI8 OWN.
for the deficieney of blankets. But to
get it,he thought, “aye there’s the

IN DANGER. . _ .
rab? Heknew the risk {hat he should
run if he were caught at it; or, i the
guard, in the dark, mistook him for an
Indian; but, afier debating in-his own
mind all the advantages and disad-
vantages, he concluded {hat the ad-
vantages were in favor of taking ‘his
chances, and having the rum. Stealthi-

Ty went his feet, and cautions were his

movements, and as luck would have it,
le succeeded not only in finding the
right keg, and tapping it, but of trans-
ferring a portion of its contents fo a
large black bottle, with which he had
« armed and equipped” himself before
starting on his dangerous but stima-
lating mission. Grasping and guard-
ing the treasure with his arm, he
groped his way with cautious move-
ments, towards his solitary blanket;
but, as fate would. have it, the guard
was awake ! and moreover, to increase
his trepidation and his danger, he
shouted in o stentorian voice, “ Who
goes there?”

. % A friend,” replied D,
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“« Advance, friend, and glve the coun-
'tcrsmn,” cried the «ru'n'd Ao a ﬁer(,e:_
and firm. tone. At tlm cmtlcal June- |
ture of aff: llla, D’s presence of mind |t
forsook- lum, ‘dnd he hcalt.lted m lm'
veply. ,
o« Advmlce,, fuend and
countérsign,” arram‘ 1'1ed the guard in

rrive"- tlie

a trcmblmrr and confus’cd tonc of v01ce, '

df lns rxﬂe to a“ present
arms,’ » & fire 2 A
D unmedmtely, but - c.mtloua]y ud-
vanced towards the rru.u'd and Sdld in
full ‘round, Dl]"llah, R
-« T'vie got a'good bottle of rum.”.
-“ Then p'xss‘on, fmend said ﬂle
guard, % but be sure and pass this way,
and give that countersign, as he lowered
his mus]\(,t, and shared the plundcr
The business of packing
is often- '1ttendcd with ‘con-
siderable danrrer, as well as
exposure, ‘which the follow-
ing incident will illustrate.”
In the summer.of 1854, .
Mr. Robert Woods, .(of the -
firm of Tomlinson & Woods
~ boss packers, of Yreka,) was
crossing the Scott moun-.
tain, when a shot was fired
from behind a' rock, which
took effect in the neck of the
mule he was riding ; it fellin-~
stantly, scarcely giving him time to re-
cover his feet—when, with great pres-
ence of mind, he deliberntely aimed
his revolver at the robber who had
fired at him, .and shot him; when he
lcaped up, excliming, I am a dead
man.”. "Two other men.then made
their appearance, with their rifles ; but,
while they were seeking'a secure place,
behind a rock, from whence to shoof,
Mr, Woods made his eseape, leaving

Ry
\},.f

, In(hfms,-and thcu' owncrs murdered. )

hxs saddle-mule, saddle -bags, aud mon- "

ey, (nbout $1,400,) behind.
Packcrs -on’the S.u,rmnento river-
trailito, Yrcka, have been plundered of

their whole train and. cargoes,.by the =

TFor two years. this’ routc was ‘Lb'm-
doned, chiefly from'this cause. - ;.. -
. The. Mexicans- :mv'wnbly blmdfold_ :
e‘l(,h mule, before attempting. to puck
lnm, after- w]uch he stands quu,tly un-
til. the: bandarre is removed A man
genay ally rides in fronL of. every tmm,-'
for tlic purpose, of' stoppmfr the trun o
when anything goes, wrong, and acting
as a.guide, to. the . others nltlxouwh-f}'
in -every train there * is:’ alwuys

leader, known generally as & the . bell
mule,” most, of . the mules profu' a

~ +{&“'"‘
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ARRIVING IN TllI} Ml'\Lﬂ.

white one, : which they . unhemtqt-
ingly follow, so that when /e starts it is
the signal forthe others nmnedmtely to
follow. , : s
They soldom start befor ¢ nine o clock ' *
in the morning, after which’ they travel |
until sunset th.hqut.stoppmg, except
when somthing goes wrong, |
When about to camp, the almost in-
variable custom of packers, after re-
moving the goods, (by which- they
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CAMPING SCENE
alway sleep, in all kinds of weather,)
is, for the mules to stand side by side,
in 2 ling, or in @ hollow square, with
their heads in one direetion, before
faking oft the aparajoes; and  then,
in the morning, when the train of
looge mules is dreiven up to camp fo
receive their packs, each one walks
carefully up to his own aparajoe nd
Blankets which he evidently knows as
well ns does the packer,

An aparajoe is a kind of packsaddle,
or pad, the covering of which is made
of leather and stufled with hair, and

S
b7

10y MOONLIGHT,
forty pounds, These are always used l

by Mexican muleteers, and are much
engior for the mule than o common
packsaddle.

When the toils of the day are over
and the mules are peacefully feeding,
comes the time of relaxation to the
men, who while they are enjoying the

gpend the evening hours telling tales
of some far off, but fair sehorita,
or make up their bed by the packs
and as soon as they have finished
their supper, and lie down to sleep for

generally weighs {rom twenty-five to

the night.

'
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aroma of their fine flavored cigarita, . o




